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half of the book, which is characterized throughout by scholarly analysis 
and clarity of presentation. Disability pensions prevailed, as the author 
shows, prior to 1890. In that year, service plus disability (regardless of 
the origin of such disability) was made the basis for compensation, and 
since 1907 pensions have rested on service alone. In discussing pension 
evils, Professor Glasson shows that neither meritorious service nor pov- 
erty has been given due recognition as ground for compensation; that 
a vicious class of pension agents has defrauded both the government and 
the claimant ; that the pension issue has degraded politics besides impart- 
ing a sordid tone to the activities of patriotic societies; and that fiscal 
reforms have been halted for fear of reducing a surplus upon which the 
pensioner has been given a preferred claim. He shows that the sum of 
$5,250,000,000 spent on military pensions since 1865 has benefited a priv- 
ileged class and a favored section of the country. Though fully sympa- 
thetic toward disability pensions, he concludes that American experience 
in the service-pension system has been unfortunate. Illuminating com- 
ment is supplied in President David Kinley's editorial preface, while 
the purpose of the endowment in issuing such publications is stated in an 
introductory note by Director J. B. Clark. 

J. G. Randall 

Slavery in Kentucky. 1792-1865. By Ivan E. McDougle, Ph.D. (Wash- 
ington: The journal of negro history, 1918. 125 p.) 

This study was a doctoral dissertation at Clark university. Not count- 
ing the three-page introduction, it consists of four chapters : ' ' The de- 
velopment of slavery, " " The legal status of slavery, " " The social status 
of slavery," and "Public opinion regarding emancipation and coloniza- 
tion. ' ' Sixty per cent of the space is given to the legal and social aspects 
of the subject. The work is based primarily upon newspapers and stat- 
utes, although there are a few footnote references to secondary works. 
If material exists in county records which would throw light upon actual 
conditions, the author did not find it. 

The existence of slavery in Kentucky is explained as being due to the 
land system which was established by Virginia and by the stipulation by 
Virginia, when consent was given for the formation of a new state, that 
the institution should not be disturbed. From an economic point of 
view Kentucky was not suitable for the development of slavery. By far 
the larger number of slave-owners held fewer than ten slaves each, and 
fifty per cent of them held fewer than five slaves each. The author con- 
cludes that there was little or no basis, so far as slavery in Kentucky 
was concerned, for the statement made by antislavery people that slaves 
were regularly bred and reared in the border states for the southern 
market. 
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The most interesting point in connection with the legal status of slav- 
ery is the gradual evolution of the rights of the negro in servitude which 
the author associates with the antislavery movement, although the com- 
ing of abolitionist influence led to stricter laws regarding slaves. The 
evidence here presented supports the statement which has usually been 
made that slavery was at its best in the border states. 

The chief value of this study is that it furnishes additional proof to 
support conclusions previously held rather than that it contributes new 
conclusions. On the whole, the work is very well done, including proof 
reading, and there are no mistakes of any consequence. 

Wilson P. Shortridge 

The Hispanic nations of the new world. A chronicle of our southern 
neighbors. By William E. Shepherd. [The chronicles of America. 
Edited by Allen Johnson under the supervision of the committee on 
publications of the Yale university council] (New Haven: Yale 
university press, 1919. 251 p. $3.50) 
In this volume Professor Shepherd's intention was evidently to de- 
scribe to the general reader the history of the nations of Hispanic Amer- 
ica from the prerevolutionary epoch to the present day. Typographically 
it presents an admirable appearance. It contains maps of Hispanic 
America in 1783, 1828, and 1919, and it is illustrated by portraits of 
eight Hispanic-American leaders from Simon Bolivar to Porfirio Diaz. 
The book begins with a description of social and political conditions in 
Latin America in the latter part of the nineteenth century. This is fol- 
lowed by an outline of the movements which ended in the Spanish-Amer- 
ican revolution, as well as by an account of the separation of Brazil from 
Portugal. In a chapter concerning the age of the dictators the author 
discusses the epoch from 1830 to 1854, when dictators frequently ap- 
peared on the political stage in Spanish-America. He also describes the in- 
tervention of Spain in the Dominican republic and French intervention 
in Mexico. A chapter is devoted to the changes that took place in His- 
panic America from 1876 to 1889. In other chapters some attention is 
given to the role which Hispanic- American nations have played in the 
international life of Europe and the United States. The longest chapter 
in the book is occupied by a brief consideration of recent happenings in 
the republics of South America. The book ends with a chapter about 
Pan-Americanism and the great war. 

This volume contains a brief bibliography which was evidently de- 
signed for the general reader, for it is composed mostly of titles in Eng- 
lish. Here and there, because of compression, or for other reasons, state- 
ments in the text occasionally lack exactness. As attention is necessarily 
focused upon political events, economic and social conditions in Hispanic 



